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The op1n1ons presented in this journal are not necessarily those of the 
Dditor or th� EUFOSG. Unless otherwise indicated, all material printed in 
this journal is copyright Bssex lWO Study Group, 1977. 

I11PORTANT: Please send any correspondence regarding UFO reports to Head Office, 
or telephone I:lr. Doug Canning on 01-803-9544. 

EDITORIAL: UFOs galore! 

How many UFOs have YOU seen? One? Ttr;o, maybe? Hany people 'tvould say 
that to see even� is an extremely fortuitous event, but some witnesses of 
this rare and very little understood phenomenon see far more than their fair 
share, and occasionally stretch the imaginations.of even the 'gullible' 
ufologists to the limit. 

Report No. 1 (I�NESTIGATIONS) in this issue might have one believe that 
the witnesses satv a record number of UFOs, bu .. t there is always someone else 
who can do bettert The holder of the record in Essex as far as we lmow is 
Russell Smith of Basildon, who over the last t110 years is thought to have seen 
between 100 and 200 objects, many of them 't'Ti th witnesses. This is over two 
years, though, and the short term record must go to f·Ir. Ken Drockett, an 
amateur astronomer from Barking, who lives only t mile (1.2 km.) from the 
witnesses in Report No. 1 of this issue. In just three evenings during 
September 1975, �1r. Brockett witnessed some 50 UFOs, which appeared to be 
making for the gasworks on Beckton 11arshes 1 His wife saw them as well. This 
area of Barking seems very prone to UFO activity, and we have another witness 
living here who has seen these objects on and off for the last 14 years, again 
with other witnesses. 

r:rhen it comes to the most UFOs seen in one go, though, a lady from 
Basildon stands out from the rest. On the evening of 21st Nay, 1977, she sat'l 
23 UFOs all at the same time. In this case there was a gigantic stationary 
saucer-shaped mother ship, or carrier, and 22 'scout craft', the latter just 
"joy riding" about the sky in groups (I l'Tish I could have seen that! ) The 
figure of 23 was checked again and again by the 1vi tness .. ·the objects being in 
vie't'T until she tired and ventured indoors from her garden more than -.} hour 
later, just after 10.30 p.m. 

Now, "rha t about the 'trlorld records? As regards the most UFOs seen in 
one go, things are very uncertain, for there have been many occasions when 
UFOs have given 'displays' to whole towns, and although no reliable counts 
were made of the objects visible, they probably surpassed 50 in some cases. 

Nr. George Fried�ich, of Custer, t.?isconsin, U .s .A., lays claim to having 
seen more UFOs than anyone else in the U.S.A., or even the world! On three 
days in July 1973, !lir. Friedrich llritnessed 55 ( logged ) UFOs. Since then, 
though, he has seen many more, and so he may have a good claim to the title. 

How many of the objects counted during the above mentioned cases were, 
in fact, aircraft or satellites, etc., is quite unknown, but certainly there 
appear to be certain spells when UFOs concentrate themselves over specific 
areas for short periods of time, i.e. intense mini-flaps. 

( If you knovT some ono "rho has seen 'more than their fair share' of UFOs, either 
personally or in a book, vJ'ri to and tell me, c/ o. Head Office ) . 
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NEXT G�OUP _ �lEETING_ 

The EUFOSG will be h olding their next r�eeting on Friday, 27th Jan.'78. 
at 8.15 p.m. The meeti ng will be held at Ha rts Lane Hall, Cowbridge Lane, 
Barking, Essex. We are hoping to have a guest speaker and our Mr. Ron 
Markwick will be speaking about Spring-Heele� Jack, and discussing Gillon's, 
perhaps genuine, speech over Southern T.V. on 26th November, 1977· 

GROUP r1EETING - 28th October 1977, 8.00 p.m. to 11.00 p.m. 
Harts L ane Ha_l.l, Cow[?_r_idge_ Lane, Bark���ssex. 

T�is Meeting was quite well attended and attracted people from a 
c onside rable distance at'lay. Very welcome was a ne11 member , r-tt. P. Lang, '!'lho 
had travelled all the w ay froin \"tTatford, Herts, 'trrhile some others ca me from 
Har1ow arid the other side of London, many havi ng heard the Hoo ting advertised 
on Capital Radio and Radio L ondo n. 

Hr. R on liarkv1ick,. the Group's Tcchn�cal ;.�dvis·or, began the �iceting 
with a very b:r.oad talk on UFOs i n  general. He mention�d numerous UFO assoc:iD. ted 
phenome na, such as Spring Heel Jack, and more up-�o�date items such as th ose 
rules laid down by officialdom re. the sighting of UFOs by military personnel. 
Ron al so qu oted extensivelf extracts from tho Bible ("the be st' UFO hook ever 
written," in Ron's opinion) . 

At 9.10 p.m., the c off ee break arrived, and many people acquainted 
themselves with other members of the G roup . (an i�portant part of ' any meeting 
(including skywatches) is socialising - especially in su ch a flimsy subject as 
u fology) . · 

r��ediately following the break there was a raffle,1the prizes bei�g two 
copies of the book "Diary of an Alien" , by 11.ich ard Spencer, who had autographed 
these books especially for this purpo,se. 

At about 9.40 p.m., r·1r. Dan Goring continued th2 11eeti ng with an account 
of the HFO landing at Hainau l t, Dssex , on 3rd �'lay 1977 • Va ri ous suggestions 
were put forward to try and explain. the craft and the· damaged bush it allege dly 
'sat on' in more mu nd ane terms, but nothing really conc rete was e stablished 
that l'lould have accounted for thc evidence . A double page spread in the'· "Ilford 
Recorder" describing the newspaper reporter's findings was also taken into 

3 account, and one or two small anomaliG S  were noted, together with Ian Ridpath's 
rather negative views. Brief details of the suspected landing in Hainault ( see 
September 1977 journal, p.3.) that the BUFOSG h ad investigated were also given. 

Another more recent case was then described; a sighting that had taken 
place over Parsloes Park, Dagenham, at 8.30 p.m. on 4th September 1977. Mrs. M. 
and her son spotted one (all so familiar) saucer-shaped object approach their 
house from the north-east, and after c ompleting a number of 'orbits' over 
Parsloes Park,. together with odd, c onstant ly changing view� of itself and 
positions in the sky, the obj ect's movemente being so unusual that Nrs. 1-1. 
had great dti,'ficulty in finding the right uords to describe them, it glided 
away towards the west (London dire ction ) . As to the object itself: around 
the rim were si� evenly spaced winii0ws; on the top was a centrally placed 
"aerial" which had a flashing red light at its base, and attached to the 
underside wer� four he mispheres , again evenly spaced, and it was the se darkish 
protuberancGs th at .se t some of us thinking of the 'scout craft' photographed 
in 1952 by the lato George Adamski, which also had domed 'feet'. . , 

Next came lir. �1alcolm Jay, vrho d�scribed the principles of his highly 
s u c.ccssful magnetic needle UFO detector. fir. John Saville then described other 
electronic methods of UFO detection , but these were very in volve d indeed and 
prouably baffl�d (unintentionally) many people present. 
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The time rapidly passed by, and at 10.50 p.m. the meeting tras drawn to 
a close. 

Ref's and notes 
1. :r.'Iany thanks to :nercury Publishers (A6) of \·Torcester for obtaining 

l·'Ir. Spencer's autographs. See the September 1977 journal, p.l5, for a 
reviel'r of "Diary of an Alien''. 

2. See 11Flying Saucer Review", Vo1.23, No.2, 1977, p.S. 
3. See "Some thoughts on the extraterrestrial hypothesis" in this issue. 
4. Explanatory literature obtainable from: r.Ialcolm Jay, 102 Nelson Road, 

Chingford, E4 9AS, England. (please enclose stamp). 

INVESTIGATIONS 
Although September yielded a fair number of UFO reports, activity has 

been fairly quiet since then. The evening of 31st October, produced a mini­
flap in the west parts of Bssex, but that is about all that has happened and 
the major wave has still to materialise. I l'Tould be very surprised, though, 
if it hasn't shown itself by the January 1978 journal. 

Repo�� No. 1 (Case N2,. 1977-5-6) Level A 

UFOs 'invade' Barking 

Editor 

On Thursday, 19th riay 1977, a strange craft was· seen in the sky close 
to the River Roding in Barking, Essex. 

At 10.30 p.m. that day, �oung Terry Mills and his Hife,f·fu.ureen 
(ficticious, real names on file ), saw for the first time in their lives an UFO. 
The }Tills liv3 in a densely populated area with maisonettes, flats and houses 
al1 around them, Terry and r,Iaureen living in a first-floor ma.isonette themselves. 
Mrs. Mills was the first to see the object from her bedroom window. Then she 
and her husband rushed out on to the landing outside their front door, and were 
shortly joined by some neighbours. The object came over from the west and vvas 

·described as a bright yellow ball encircled· by a slovrly rotating trrhite rim. 
This rim, thought Terry, had a series of vertical pillars at regular intervals, 
the v1hi te light coming from some1-1here inside. The underside of the object 
appeared hollow, a spiral pattern creating this either real, or illusionary 
effect. There was also a strange humming hoise coming from the object in 
bursts, a 1vhistling noise being noticeable bet1.reen each burst. 

Uhen an aircraft approached from the south, the object darted towards 
it, but instead of colliding with the 'plane the object 'leap-frogged' over it. 
After this the object sped off very quickly to the east and lvas lost to view. 

JJFO seen 19th Hay, 1977. 

Side view Underneath 
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On Sunday, 22nd May 1977, the same or similar object appeared fro� the 
south and was visible for about half an hour. During this time it performed 
various movements and finally disappeared, again in the ·east. 

�erry became yery interested in UFOs after the initial sightings, a nd he 
spent' a lot of time looking for them from his landing. 

On 1�ednesday, 25th May 1977, at 10.50 p.m., Terry was again facing vrest 
when out of the blue appeared a brilliant green ball! This ball had very 
jagged edges and was covered in blue specks! He knows this sounds quite 
ridiculous, but this is vrl1at he witnessed. Anyway, this ball came vertically 
dm·rn to the height of some neighbouring maisonettes, about 250 feet ( 76m.) 
away, and executed a 90° turn. It then hit the roof of these first-floor 
maisonettes, which are about 45 ft.(l4m.) high, and exploded with a "puff"-like 
noise. A short while later the mysterious yellow-orange UFO passed over, 
from whic h Terry believes the fireball to have come from. 

Terry very soon found hinself giving an account of his sightings to 
Radio London, and this was broadcast one afternoon. The local newspapers also 
found out about his sightings and took a groat interest in his accounts - so 
much interest that one newspaper sent a reporter and a photographer round one 
evening in the hope of photographing Terry's TJFOs. 

Apparently their luck was in, and Terry related that the reporter -
but not the photographer - rushed back into the safety of his passageway 
after seeing one object swoop over! It wasn't an aeroplane or a satellite, 
Terry t-1as told, and they left a little while later vtith the promise that an 

article - including sone photographs that had been taken of the object - tfould 
be published. "Good!" thought Terry. "Nou people will knmv that I've not been 
making it all up." But it tras not to be. 

It is worth re-noting at this stage that the �!ills were not tho only 
ones to have seen the UFOs. Their neighbours and friends had seen them as well, 
but they didn't w·ant to get involved vri th new·spapers and the like, and so 
disclosed very little. Terry had �ade the situation much worse in this respect, 
for once he had spotted a likely UFO - looking object, he went and knocked on 
his neighbours' doors, and on so many occasions that their patience was nearly 
exhausted, and they just weren't interested any more. EUFOSG investigators 
questioned sofue of the noro 'willing' witnesses, and although their accounts 
tallied to a certain extent with Terry's, they were not that convincing: sooe 
of the alleged UFOs were undoubtedly aircraft or satellites. Anyway, back to 
the promised newspaper account! 

Terry received a 'phone call from one of the tt,ro newspaper representatives 
the follo1dng morning, and was informed that checks had been made for satellites, 
but had proved negative. 

That sar.1e day, I (;Jd.) received a mid-day 'phone call from the ne't'TSpaper 
in question; from one of the �vo representatives, in fact. I must explain that 
at the time I had no lmotvledge of Terry's sightings, for Barry King - a "UFOIN" 
menber - was theinvestigator of this particular case: the EUFOSG wore to 
investigate later on. The reporter explained that he had seen an UFO and he 
wanted to chock for satellites that may have been present. I'm not exactly 
sure, but I believe that I asked him if his UFO could have been a satellite, 
and he told me that it couldn't. This certainly sounded strange, for why 
check for satellites if you know that the object wasn't a satellite? Anyway, 
I kne1>1 that the Radio Research Station at Slough, Buckinghamshire, could help 
him, but since I didn't have their t elephone number about me I referred him to 
the British Astro. Assoc'n. (B.A.A.) in London, '\-Tho 't'TOuld have their nUL'lber. 
Seeming greatly relieved nt having 'struck gold' at last, he brought the 
conversation to an end without disclosing any more information than I have 
included hero. 
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Terry 'phoned the same newspaper later on that day, and was told that 
there was some bad news for hi�: the UFOs of the night before were satellites , 
and the photographs hadn't revealed anything anyway! This r.1atter of the photo's 
was rather strange , Terry rcuarked, considering the very sophisticated photographic 
equipment the photographer had brought along that. evening . 

The pronised newspaper article did appear , however , but apart from 
describing Terry ' s  sightings , all it really did.was find fault with Barry King's 
satellite infornmtion , which would explain the request for the satellite tracking 
station's whereabouts . 

�IQr_Q_ s ilslltings 

The UFO sightings continued unabated , but things were really getting bad 
now , for the hur;ming noises that the objects uere giving off quite frequently 
were ·no longer just of an audible ·nature; they could be 'heard' inside Terry ' s  
head as well! The objects vwrc also passing overhead in the early morning it 
appears , for the strange noises used to wake Tarry up and drive hin practically 
t1ad at timesl 

Terry and his fri.end managed to record some of the r10ro audible noises on 
cassette tapes , but they 1vere not clear enough to hear thea to advantage . lie 
tried to  find a natural explanation for these s trange httns and whistles , and 
although ue believe that a nearby gasworks w·as responsible for the latter , a 

satisfactory explanation for the huromung noises was never established , despite 
exhaustive checks made at many nearby factories and other likely establishments. 

It '\'las notiDed that on many occasions there '\t�erc sit1ilari ties in the 
sightings . The object often appeared as a yello't'l , swift IJoving sphere usually 
appearing in the western sky and disappoarine in the eastern sky .  Terry also 
noticed that the sightings , in general ,  '"Toro occurring a li ttlo la tor each time 
he savr an UFO . 

On occasion there was the 'odd ' UFO seen , like the one of !1onday, 6th 
June 1977 . At 10 .10 p .o .  that day a strange object passed over the rooftops of 
the IJaisonettos to the south . This object was bi-convex in shape , black and 
covered in red spots! Apparently Terry had binoculars trained on this one , and 
could only see the spots through these . (Anyone well versed in ufology will 
appreciate that in this subject nothing, however strange , is inpossiblo! ) 

Red spots on black background . • Just about every night fron 19th r.�ray to lOth or 
11th June , was fine and clear , and Terry - often 
accompanied by his 't-Tife - spotted an unusual 
object on nearly every ono of these days! A long 
spell of very cloudy vTeather .Prevailed after this· 
when the object was rarely seen , apa�t from a few 
sightings in the early. morning vThon , after being 
awoken by the hmMaing noise , Terry would look out 

\ 

UFO seen 6th June, 1977. 

T . V .  _troub-les- :. 

· of his window and sometimes see the object below 
the clouds. 

Tnen there w�s the problem_of Terry ' s colour T .V . , which alle�odly bolmved 
nost ·peculiar·whonever an UFO passed over, especially (to begin with) the BBCl 
channel. Thoro i'ras one occasion , ,.,�·wore told , when at about 10 .45 p .n  •. on 
Saturday, 25th Juno , " 1977 s vrhile Terry and r·faureon v-rcre vTatching a programme on 
BBCl, ljvhon the picture wont berserk with yellowish-green linos flashing all 
over it. Not only did the picture go haY1'rire , the sound did as well , for the 
mysterious hur.ID.ing noise cn.nc through the speaker 1 !nnodia toly thiriking there 
was an UPO lurking outside, Terry looked out of the lvindow , but saw nothing . 
Only at 11.02 p .m. did he notice a bright 1ihi to ball of light pass bolo'ti the 
clouds , but we feel  this could have boon an aircraft or a satellite. Terry 
subsequently asked his neighbours if their television was affected that evening -
apparently it uas. Then T.V. engineers were called in , but they �ould find no 
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fault with the T.V's and put it all down to bad aerial reception/cur intorferonce 
ctc. (The lrhole area was having the same trouble, wo wcro told, but natural 
interference r1ay be the genuine pro bl01::1 here, and not UFO interference.) 

'The Hun' 
The DUFOSG were called in on this case (on the 17th June 1977) after tho 

original investigator dismissed himself, believing that either Terry was deranged, 
or imagining everything he saw to be an UFO! �ron what � had boon told, though, 
this all sounded a very interesting case, particularly since 'The Hm1', or so it 
had boon nicknru:J.ed, had boon hoard up and doun the country during tho s atlo period. 
Terry oven accompanied r�lGnbors of tho I�UFOSG in a nnnber of unpublicisod skyt'latchos 
at the rear of the maisonettes in the hope that his UFOs would reveal thol'!lselves 
to us. Terry vras so anxious to convince us of their roali ty, though, that he 
jumped to hasty conclusions, thi11king that nearly everything that novod (or didn't 
novo) was an UFO! · 

After this, things looked rather bad for Terry, and very few people had 
any faith left in his sightings. To nost people it soenod obvious that he was 
either crackers, or had only t1'anted publicity and the cor.1pany of sorJo nol'T faces. 
He'd obviously had a whale of a tine and had achieved his objective for over a 
month. One or two ardent investigators still carried on holding their own 
skyw·atches though, but they quickly gave those up. 

In Terry's accounts of t he sightings, sone very UFO-related events 1tmro 
nentioncd, and we wondered just hmv nuch of this he had road in various UFO 
library books that he had about his hone� It was discovered that he had obtained 
those books, though, after the initial (and nost interesting) sightings. It is 
possible, of course, that those books influenced his descriptions of the aforo­
ncntioned sightings �nd associ�tod noises. However, there definitely seemed to 
be sonething ufological going on hero, although, po�haps, not quite as much as 

Terry was trying to have us believe. Before the initial sighting Terry and 
liaureen had never taken any notice of UFOs, oi thor in t he newspapers, on T.V. 
or anywhere else. Their first UFO, at least, does appear to be sonothing out 
of the ordinary, even if lve can nake nothing out of the others ( vThich wore not 
as spectacular) . Still, this is not the end of the story for there -vras ono last 
act to be played out in this 'saga'. 

In all I (Ed.) received, I suppose, about six telephone calls fron Terry 
during the latter part of June nnd early July, telling r.1o of further UFOs he 
had sighted shooting across the sky. 'l"hen, on the evening of 6th July, I 
received what I believed to be his final call, but it wasn't Terry who had to 
tell me aonothing - it v1as his vJ"ifo 1 

Maureon related in a rather frightened voice that a visitor had called 
at her house. She briefly told no what this person had said to her, but I 
really needed to talk face to face. Anyway, Terry cane on the telephone after­
wards and he sounded oven nore frightened than she did, so I spent 15 ninutes 
or so trying to caln hin down - which I did to a certain extent. Tv1o days later 
I nanaged to visit then and discover just vrhat had really transpired. 

At 9.30 a.n. on 6th July, r.Taureen ans�rered a call at tl1o front door. 
Haiting outside vras a smartly dressed 1:1an· (suit, shirt, tie, otc.) of about 
30 years of ago. A conversation then took place vThich resenblocl t;he follm'ling: 

"I 'n fron the Goverru:wnt," ho stated in a clear and unnistakable English 
voice. "Is Hr. Mills thoro?" "No, I'm afraid he's at work. �:Jhat is it? 
''fould you like to cone in?t' replied r1aureen • 

Fron this point onwards individual questions and answers cannot be 
recalled, but the nun, who presented no credentials and declined to enter her 
hone, wont on to tell her that ho (or they) had hoard of Terry's sightings and 
he happened to Mention the local no"t'lspaper(s). Ho uas particularly interested, 
it seems, in obtaining the nanos and addresses of the other witnesses to 
Terry's sightings. Mauroon thought that ho had no right to ask such questions, 
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and furthornoro, he soencd to know an awful lot about UFOs, and too nuch about 
what wns going on as regards their o1rm sightings for her liking.· After a 1>1hilo, 
seeing that ho v1as getting nowhere, ho told liaureen: 

"Now you leave the UFOs alone, thoy1rc not doing you any harm • • • • • and 
if you don't leave then alone, '\ve 1 11 n..ake you loavo then alone •" 

Ho· then loft. Of course, T·1aurocn told Terry 't-That had happened, and that 
was the end of the sightings - as fnr as the news nodia was concerned. 

Editor's cmJ.nents 
A fter speaking to r-�auroon I was convinced that soneono had visi tod her on 

the day in question • . So trho "t'las this visit or? vTns ho .J. hoaxer. • . •• or the 
genuine article? Personally, from what I've seen transpire lately, I believe 
him to have been the latter, but there is no way of knmving for sure. If he was 
the latter� then he has mildly admitted that UFOs do exist! Intentional?? 

--

Inv's. s. Chuter, P. Spink, D. Goring, 
J. Saville, R. Lake. 

Report No. 2 (Case No.l977-10-4) Level A 

Strange object seen from Saffron Walden, Essex. 

On Thursday, 6th October, 1977, Mr. Bill Eden, an Eu70SG investigator 
living in Chelmsford, Essex, received a 'phone call from the Saffron Walden 
Police, and was told of an UFO that had been seen by residents in that town. 
The next evening Mr. Eden, together with Mr. Bernard Gowing, another EuFOSG 
investigator, visited these witnesses ( five in all ) . and produced the following 
report. 

At about 9.40pm on Thursday, 6th October, Neil Newman, 18, was walking 
home from Ivlrs. Julia \vicken' s house when a bright white light low in the N .E. 
sky took his attention. He thought, at first, that it could have been a pair 
of car-headlights on the Shirehill Industrial Estate, but as he continued 
watching the light dimmed, as if moving away. However, a moment or two later 
it grew very bright, causing him to think that it was now coming towards him. 
The brilliance then diminished again, and as it did so it changed through pink 
tc a deep red colour. He then thought of obtaining another witness and brought 
Mrs. Wickens out to see it. 

As they both watched they saw the light cease its variations in brightness 
and traverse the sky by a few degrees, the witnesses using a street lamp as a 
reference point. During this traversing manoeuvre, it also dropped by a few 
degrees, and after completing these movements, which took a few minutes, the 
light began to swing slowly back and forth in a pendulum-like motion, which Mrs. 
Wickens said was quite pleasant and had a .slightly mesmeric effect on her • • •• •  
"I could have quite happily stood and watched it all day," she related. 

After a few minutes, Neil fetched from his home nearby a pair of 16x50mm 
Swallow binoculars, which he uses for aircraft spotting, and studied the light 
through them. It was very apparent that the object displaying the lights was 
slowly rotating and therefore displaying different sides and light sources 
to them. Mrs. Wickens then suggested that the police should be. informed. 

The rest of Neil's family were then alerted, and Karena, his sister, 
Nigel, his young brother, and Mrs. Newman, his mother, also observed the light 
through the binoculars. 
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From all the information available, a good composite picture was obtained, 

Rotating red 

:?. green lights. 

Red lights 
(Ne. unknown) 

lights o 

Heptagons 
within a heptagon. 

The "bow-tie effect." 

The basie shape is that of a cone lying· on its side. Along the length 
of the 'cone' were two rows of very bright red lights, with two green lights at 
the pointed end. This pointed end, when viewed head-on, had two bright white 
lights, and the grey body of the 'cone11which would be spreading away from the 
observer,might have tended to look like a surrounding glow. Viewed from the 
base, there was a very brightly lit framework, the shape of tfie lit areas 
between the frames being the same as that of the cone's base - seven sided plane 
figures: heptagons. The 'cone' itself was thought to have had seven sides also. 
(The base was bright enough to be uncomfortable on the eyes when viewed through· 
the binoculars!) Surrounding the perimeter of the cone's base were red lights, 
which 11rs. Newman thought were themselves rotating. The ·side of the 'cone' 
opposite the two rows of red lights was unlit, and would explain the ·virtual 
disappearance of the object at one stage prior to the. use of the binooulars. 

The idea that the 'cone' was rotating is additionally supported by the 
fact that Neil Newman stated that as it turned he saw the green 'nose' lights 
briefly reflected along the body. The rotating of the 1cone' occurred for 
several cycles, the object finally fading away, 

The brightness at each end displayed itself, ·when side-on, as two flared 
beams of light, one from each end, "giving a bow-tie effect." · · 

Hrs. Newman �aid that she saw a second object along with the main object, 
but smaller and fainter. Since the two objects' motions were incongruent 
(according to Mrs. Newman), aberrations within the binoculars would not be a 
satisfactory explanation. 

Additional data 
Len�th of time object visible: About 35 minutes. 
Estimated altitude: Unknown. 
Estimated distance from witnesses: Probably 10 miles (16km.) or more. 
Greatest apparent size: -it" (3mm) at arm's length (Neil). 
Estimated real size: Unknown. 

0 Elevation of object when first seen: About 10 • 
0 

Elevation of object when last seen: Ab�ut 5 • 

Audible emissions: "Possible rumbleu (Neil). 
\1/eather conditions: Very clou�y, slight wind, quite cold, 
Air traffic: Southend and Stanstead Airports, and the Military Aero Information 
Service had no knowledge of any aircraft being in the area at the time or· the 
sighting. 
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The witnesses 

Neil Newman is the best witness in this case, and he thought carefully 
about the sighting (this isn't his first, by the way) . Being an aircraft 
spotter of some experience, he is the ideal 'tvi tness. The rest of Neil' s family 
gave reasonable accounts of their sightings, and were all puzzled over the 
object's real identity. Only Karena Newman didn't believe in UFOs. 

r·1rs. 1:'Jickens, a teacher, added that she had "lived 16 years in the 
Forces life", her father being a retired R.A.F. Officer, and she is consequently 
"very vrell acquainted Ni th aircraft lights, night flying, etc., and vrha t I savT 
in no v:ray relates to anything I have seen therein." 

Finally, in view of the object's considerable distance from the witnesses, 
its true location was probably somewhere north of Haverhill, Suffolk, and 
possibly even within the Cambridgeshire border! 

Inv's. B. Eden & B. Gowing. 

smm THOUGHTS ON THE EXTR..\TERRESTRIAL HYPOTHESIS by Ian Ridpath. 

Are some UFOs of extraterrestrial origin? This is a reasonable question 
in view of our current speculations about other life in the Universe. Dvidence 
that we are being visited would be an exciting discovery, and would save us a 
great deal of trouble attempting to detect interstellar radio messages. So what 
is the truth about UFOs as alien visitors? 

Alas, after several years of close interest in the subject, I have to 
conclude that the UFO evidence is very poor indeed. I kno"r of no UFO that has 
subsequently been identified as an extraterrestrial spacecraft - although I know 
of plenty that have been identified as bright stars and planets, aircraft, 
meteors, and so on. There are also plenty of e.laborate hoaxes, 1trhich is perhaps 
not surprising in view of the vast sums of money to be made from a good UFO story. 

UFOs certainly exist, in the sense that honest and sincere people see 
things in the sky that they cannot identify, and are genuinely baffled. 11any 
such sightings are usually made by people who are unfamiliar 1vi th the sky -
even Jimmy Carter's UFO turned out to be the planet Venus. But when a genuinely 
exceptional event occurs, there is no shortage of witnesses and confirming 
evidence. 

For instance, in August 1972, a meteor skipped through the Earth's 
atmosphere at a height of 40 miles before returning to space. This is an 
extremely lli�likely event, and occurred over one of the least populated regions 
of North America. But it was seen by thousands and photographed by hundreds -
there are examples in the July 1974 issue of "Sky and Telescope11• Some of you 
may also remember im December 1968 the amazing sight of the fuel dump from the 
top stage of the Saturn V rocket that sent Apollo 8 on its way to the Moon, 
which was Didely seen and photographed in England. Needless to say, such 
conclusive confirming evidence never accompanies UFO reports. 

I deduce from this uhat I term the UFO Uncertainty Principle: it is 
impossible to have a sighting that is both highly reliable and highly specific. 
By a highly reliable sighting, I mean one lli th many independent ui tnesses vrho 
agree on what they saw. But these usually refer to something unspecific, such 
as a mere light in the sky. By a specific sighting, I mean one �'lhich speaks of 
silvery craft and space-suited UFOnauts. But these are highly WJreliable -
they al't·rays seem to happen to one or tvw people in the middle of no1':rhere, vdth 
no independent evidence. 1�That 1 s more, claims of such spectacular meetings 
with UFOnauts or even abduction by them arc put forvrard in books written 1'1i th 
the most unreliable Sunday·newspaper style of journalism. The modern industry 
of flying saucer paperbacks amounts to nothing less than a con trick to defraud 
the public. 
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Let ' s  look at it in another way . Imagine � for instance , that millions 
of ye ars in the future "He discover an emerging civilization on a distant planet .  
�:lha t would \·le do? \,..fe would either land and make our prosoncc lcil.own , or we would 
observe circumspectly so that no ono would know wo wore there . Unless inter­
s tellar travel is much easier than we have imagined ,  we 1iould not keep dropping 
in frequently . ( no civilization would fund such a vrasteful space programme ) .  
�-Je might resurvey the planet every felv centuries if it  vTere not too  far ar.vay , 
but in between we vrould leave a machine to ke ep �ratch for us . Personally , I 
believe that it will always be easier to establish contact between civilisations 
by radio messages than by personal vis its . No such radio messagos have been 
detected . Yet we arc asked by Uli'Ologists to believe that there · may be an 
unspecified number of personal visits each year . 

Such beliefs are based on the same eeocontric outlook as so much religion: 
the assumption that we are important enough to be worthy of special attention. 
If we are the only advanced lifeforms in the Galaxy , then we are indeed special . 
But if there is a lot of life in space , we are certainly not worth much attention . 

It  is now more than 30 years since Kennoth Arnold ' s  first famous flying 
saucer sighting , in June · l947 . Since · then , scientis�s have c ome to accept a new 
category of aerial phenomenon , known as ball lightning, of which there are 
numerous reliable personal encounters and photo graphs . But in that same time , 
the field of UFOlogy has failed to produce onq_ concreto example of extraterrestrial 
visitati on . 

Don ' t you , as experienced sky-watchors , thiruc there are enough s timuli , 
both natural and man-made in the sky to  account for TJFO roports without recourse 
to the added hypothesis of alien visitation? Of course ,  if you are sufficiently 
convinced of the extraterrestrial origin of UFOs , t hen you can cash in on your 
belief by placing a bot vti th Lad broke ' s  boolonakers . Several thousand pounds 
have so  far been staked on t he expected imminent arrival of an extraterrestrial 
spacecraft on Earth - and the day that Ladbroke ' s  pay out , I shall be happy to 
admit that the first alien visit has taken place . 

In short , though , I believe that if -vre really lvere the subj_cct of alien 
visitation , we would eith�r know nothing at all about i t ,  or that i t  would already 
be so obvious we wouldn ' t  be s itting here arguing. 

( Ian Ridpath , vtho lives in Ilford , Essex , is a writer on astronomy and space . 
His book on the search for life in space , called " Signs of Life 11 , is published 
by Kestrel Books (hardback) at £2 .75 and Peacock Books ( paperback) at £1 .25 ) . 

*** 

1 Tell , here ' s  a smack in the eye for ufologists ! Are there are any challengers 
to Ur . Ridpath ' s  views? If so , \'trite to the :r.Tidit or , c/o Head Office , keeping 
your letter specific and please , not too long. 

FIREBALL OVER THE SOVIET illJION 

' TASS reported that on the morning of 20th September 1977 , an extraordinary 
fireball flew over the vrestern l)art of the U .  S .  S .R .  

This astonishing sight was seen over tho areas of  Leningrad and 
Petrozavodsk . The observers wore not 1001& certain , though , that the spectacle 
was a meteor . Similar descriptions of this obj ect have come from various 
w·i tnesses and the authorities · are studying the reports . 
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In Pe tro zavodsk , by Lake Oncga near the Finnish frontier , they obs erved 
the sudden · flash of a t remendous s tar in tho . black night sky , which was s ending 
out a stream of l ights in the direc t i on ·Of the Earth . The s tar was moving slowly 
across the sky , and after a short "t'lhil o  s toppe d  over the town . It \'Tas like a 
j e llyfi sh , and was sending dovrn a t errific amount of small beams of l ight . After 
a l i tt le whi le the s e  beams of light c eased , and the ' j e llyfish ' s tarted moving 

· again in the dire c t ion of . Lake One ga . 
The Direc tor of the· obs ervat ory in Pe trozavodsk , Dr . Gromow , said tha t 

never boforo tha t  date had they a eon anything l ike it . He s aid that · during the 
24 hours ( of tha t day) there wore no change s in the atmospheri c  recordings , and 
( the USSR ) hadn ' t carried out any technic al expe�iments lo�hich . could have caus ed 
this unusual s ight . '  

" Tydzicn Polski" , .. �4th S eptember , 1977 . 
( Credit . _t o  nr . B .  lfalecki for the translation from the Polish ) 

Not ment i oned in the above article was � the time . - about 4 a . m . , and . the fac t 
that after moving towards Lake Onoga from Petrozavodsk , " • • •  grey clouds then 
appeared with a ' s emi-circular aperture bright rod in the c entre ' and las ted 
10 to 12 minutes • • • •  " · 

:FINLAND 

/ 
, 

Leningrad 

Extract from " Daily C olonist Victoria" , B . C . , 
Canada ; 2 3rd September , . l977 . ( Credit : . 
" Viow·point Aquarius " Nov . 1977 . ) 

The ' .jelly"'! 
fish 1 UFO 

/1/,lf:\��� . 
Apparent ly ,  "Res Bureaux Bul letin" , No . 2 5 , quotes s ources tha t give " the laimch 
contrails of C osmos 955" as the explana tion for the fireball . ' C over ' for t:Q.c UFO? 

THE STAR OF BETIILlTIH:Jr·� 

'As the fes t ive s eason of Chris tmas approaches s ome people s till perhaps 
vTonder 1rJ'ha. t t he S tar of JJo thlehem really vias . 

Ac tually , the S tar of Be thl ehem is menti one d only once in the Bibl e - · 

in the New Te s tament , S t .  r,Ia t thol'T ,  ch . 2 . vv . 2  a:1d 7-10 . I t  refers to a . star 
which s eems to move in an extraordinary manner ,  vi z .  

" and , lo , the s tar ... TJ1hich they s aw in the Eas t , wont before them , 
t ill i t  came and stood over where the young child was " . 
This certainly marks the s tar as . being unusual and wor thy of investigation . 
Firs t of all , 1'Then di d the s tar actuo. lly appear? Of c ourse , �tTe know i t  

appeared vrhon Christ was born .. But the commonly
. accepted year of birth of 

Chris t is in fac t  w·rong , being incorrec tly calcula tod as A .  D . 1  by the Roman 
monk , Di onys ius Exiguus . In fact , oven t he birth da te December· 25 is inc orrec t .  
Common usage of this date mad e  i t  ac cepted over the years . The correc t bir th­
date of Chr i s t  is in fac t about 4 B . C . , possib ly in liarch , altho·ugh it i s  not 
pre cis ely kno\'m . 
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However , given that 4 B . C .  ia approximately correct , scientis ts can look 
at old astronomical records , calculate with accuracy astronomical events or 
appearances , and guess as to the other poss ible astronomical events or objects 
appearing around that date . The more like ly of those have been briefly · 
cons idered below to see whether any of them could correspond to the Star of 
Bethlehem . 
1 .  An Appearance of a Planet :  

Even as tronomers in ancient times knew a good deal about the positions 
of planets , and King Herod , in Christ ' s  time , when enquiring of the Star of 
Bethlehem ( r1a.tthow ch. 2 ,  v . 7 - " Then Herod , �-rhen he had privily called the wise 
men , . inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared" ) would almost 
certainly have known or easily have found out from his own advisors 1-rhe ther 
the Star of Bethlehem was a planet .  After all , an obj ect such as , say Jupiter 
or Venus can, at times , be quite brilliant and unmistru{able in appearance . 
Thus , as it  would seem unnecessary for Herod to ask the three 1liso r1Ien about a 
planet ' s  whereabouts , it can be assumed that the Star of Bethlehem was something 
other than a plane t .  

2 .  Appulse :  
A closo · visual approach between two o r  more planets . Calculations show 

that the planets Jupi tor and Saturn ��Toro visually close to gether in the sky in 
7 B . C . , the date being near to the birth date of Christ .  Hov1ever ,  these tw·o 
planets at that time vTcro not so close as to be mis taken for ono object ( Star 
of Be thlehem) , especially by the three Uise Hen .  It is unlikely , therefore , 
that the Star of Bethlehem could havo been an appulse of planets . 

3 .  Nova / Supernoya : 
These ooctr unexpectedly and one could have been a s trong contender to be 

the Star of Bethlehem . However , the old astronomical records , al though 
incomplete , do not ment ion such occurrences and therefore scientists think that 

• this suggestion is unsatisfactory . 

4 .  Variable Star : 
Another con'tender could be a variable star but , again , .the old records do 

not tend to support this idea . 

5. Come t :  
This idea is  ve�y pos sible . The bright Halley ' s  Comet made an appearance 

in 11 B . C . , (which is near to the birth date ' of Christ , but perhaps not close 
enough to satisfy scientists . ) 

6 .  Neteor: 
It  is unlikely that one meteor , which is caused by vaporization of a 

minute dust particle in the Earth ' s  atmosphere , could be the S tar of Bethlehem . 
Hov-rever , it is remo tely possible that one meteor could have follm'led another. 

· 

meteor and been confused for the same object . The criticism here is that the 
S tar of Bethlehem " stood over 't'lhere the young child was , "  hardly a recipe for 
a meteor· or me teors . 

1. Unidentified Flying Object / Fly���auc�L= 
All the other suggestions have 1-1eaknesses and thus we are left with the 

suggestions of a UFO or , more c ontroversially , a flying sauc er .  The UFO aspect 
could cover a vast array of possibilities for which there is  insufficient space 
here to dis cus s .  The theory has been promoted that Chris t could have been a 
being of extraterrestrial descent , even if born on Earth. S o  could . the Star 
of Bethlehem have been a flying saucer ,  i . e .  a spacecraft? 

These, then , are s ome of the possibilities , about the Star of Bethlehem. 
None is  to tally satisfactory ;  but perhaps they will provol:e thoughts among 
readers who may l'lell  have different views . 1 

D . R .  Keedy, F . R . A . S .  
"Shields Gazette & Shipping Telegraph" , 

21st December, 1976 . 
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C . SUI ( C oadesione per Le Studio Uni t o  dell ' Insolito ) 
In the September is sue of the Journal we published the firs t half of an 

artic le describing a new Assoc iation es tabl ished in I taly .  This is the 
concluding second part of tha t article .  

PART II : ­

Tasks for Study 
· C . SUI is in the ' experimental s tage ' at the moment , but Secretarys ' 

offices have already been set up , although only in I taly , for o ther countries 
do not ye t have a s�ffic ient number of collaborators . 

S ecretarys ' offic es in I taly are : �  

�nte : 

Lombardia : 

AC0�1 , sez . B  - Al lessandria . 

G . U . B .  - ·Brugherio ( �iilano ) . 

Toscana : 

Lazio : 

Puglie : 

Group Q . D .  ( sez . BLPT ) - r1arina di Carrara ( Carrara ) . 

Group M . l3 - Roma , and ' Gruppo Ricerche UFO ' - Roma . 

Gruppo ' Alpha Orionis ' Uanfredonia (Foggia ) . · 

Liguria : C entre Ufo logico Ingauno - Albenga ( Savona ) . 

Abruz zi : Sez . Ufologica Aqui lana - L ' Aqui l.a . 

C . SUI Bull e tins 
Some collaborating groups are printing bulle tins that have now become 

as sociated with. C . SUI . This means allocating jus t  one page of their publications 
to c . sur . . 

Thes e  bulletins will be revie�red in ' CIRCOLARE ' , and liill eventually 
receive monetary c ontributions and articles , e tc . ·, from Adminis tration. 
Individual bulle tins need change ne ither their title or s truc ture . 

Present bulletins of C .  SUI . 

1 . VI��TA - A SIRIO Group publ ication ( SIRIO holds the Central Seat at 
Aosta) . Contains all mat te rs s tudied by C . SUI and publishes co llaborators ' 
articles . 
2 .  · C IRCOLARE - Under l-ir . G .  Hariotti (who runs Adminis trat ion · at Trent o) . 
A j ournal devo ted t o  periodical news and fact s  inside .C . SUI . 
3 .  GIORNALE UFOLOGICO (G . U . B . ) by Brugherio at J!i lano . Deals 'vi th ufo logy 
and as tronomy .  �-fell documented . . 
4 .  ANDROMEDA - C . I . U . " (Pes cara ) . Devoted · to ufology and astronomy . 
5 .  · . ALPHA ORIONIS - by the group of the same name (Hanfredonia - Foggia) . 
A j ournal devoted t o  astronomy and navigational as tronomy • 

• 
Other magazines are : - NUR).GHEX , IL GIORNALE DEI HISTERI , LA VOCE DEL GIRRI , 
SPATIO D C IVILTA and many more . 

Stud� C ommit tees 
These s tudies include : de tailed reports on navigational as tronomy , 

arch�eology , parapsychology , telepathy and the Kirlian camera . 
His torical ufology from 1600 to 1900 A . D .  is al s o  being studied . Two 

groups in Rome are logging UFO reports concerning the quinquennium 1970-1975 in 
Lazio . · Some Groups in Piemonte ('vri th ACOU ' s  c ollaboration) are c ol lecting UFO 
reports in the regi on. for the period 1970-1976. A monogram has also been 
written about the plane t Jupiter by a . s tudent of the university . 

QQ!lclusions 
Very s o on we l'Till see the first result s of C . SUI from the vTo rk s tudy 

committees . Every task allocated to thos e· in C . SUI will be developed l'Tith 
the best possible care . 
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C . SUI c ouldn ' t  exist if we didn ' t  all have different ideas . C . SUI is , perhaps , 
the only as sociation t o  amalgamate the small groups who , by thems elves , lack 
sufficient experi ence and do cumentation . 

I beli eve that the idea of a c o l laborative organisati on is the only ansvrer 
t o  superficial I ta lian ufology . 

Al l groups really intere sted in C . SUI ' s  ac tivi t ies can become an integral 
group or an individual co llab orator . To do this , the group or indivi dual should 
s end thei r  request to Adminis tration , c/o :  . 
l!r . Mariotti Giuliano , Via Delle Cave , 14 , 38100 Trento , I taly . 

· 

Anyone interested in supplying mat erial for document at i on should s end i t  
to the C entral S e at : Gruppo S IRIO , c/o C ons olati r�Iarc o ,  Viale C onte Cro t ti , 27 ,  

11100 Aos ta ,  I taly . 
Organisat ions who print publicati ons are invited to s end a copy to the 

Central S cat t o  bec ome a ' bulletin of C . SUI ' . 
One fi nal ·wo rd . Anyone who hasn ' t  unders tood any part of this two-part 

arti c l e  can write to me fo r an explanation , whic h I wi l l  glad.ly give : 
Mr . Ferrari s ?,nri co , Via Montello , 23 , 15100 Alos sandria , I taly. 

I -vrould als o  like to thank all the g-roups �rrho have allow·ed me to write 
on their behalf . 

Fcrraris Bnrico , 
President A . C . O .M . , 
Pres ident of S ecretary ' s office­

C . SUI . 
(T'lith the kind collaboration of r1r . Giuliano r1ari otti - Adminis trator , Trcnto , · 

and Nr . Marco C onso lat i - Pre s ident , C entral Seat , Aosta ) . 

MORE TRIANGLE PUZ ZL!I:S 

' Americ an and S oc ie t  sc ie ntis t s  are j oining toge the r in an effort to 
pierce the mTr.iad mys terie s  of the Bermuda Triangle , s i te of a disproporti onate 
number of boa t and aeroplane disappearances • • • • •  

The (res earch) r)roj ect , financ ed by the Uas sachus e tts Ins titute of 
Technology, is part of a broader U . S . - S oviet programme began las t year to 
s tudy oceanographic phenomena such as currents , ma�1et ism ·and whirlpopls in 
additi on to me teorol ogy and geochemis try • • • • • 

Some res earche rs have put ( the phenomenon) down to nature playing fas t 
and loose in the area 11i th 1'Thirlpools and whirl111inds , while o thers hold that i t  
s tems from an abtruse c ombination o f  elec tromagne t ic forces caused by mole cular 
dis integration . 

S till o the rs contend there is an advanced civil isat ion l ivi ng in the 
unexplored depths of the Atlantic which regularly s c o ops up men and machines 
from the surfac e as part of an ongoing scienc e pro j ec t . 

The mys teri ous di sappearances have also be en wri tten off as the work 
of hos til e  aliens in f lying s aucers or somehm-t re lated t o  energy s ources 
emanating from the supposed l o s t  cont inent of Atlantis . 

Toge ther ui th Canada and Bri tain , the U . S . has already carried out 
research on magne t ic aberrat ions in the zone , no ted as far bacl� as 1928 by 
aviator Charles Lindbergh who reported irrational compass and al tim0 t er 
movements off the coas t of Florida • • • • •  

Meanwhi l e  the zone is expe c ted to draw other c onundrum buf�s this summer 
fol lowing the organisa tion of a tour there by �harle s Berlitz , author of a bes t­
s e lling book on i ts mys terie s . · 

Berlitz , a member of the language-s chool family , plans to l ead a 
submarine expedi tion to pr ove the exis tence of a giant pyramid on the oc ean floor . 

C ont/ovor 
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Several months ago , a pyramid-shaped form ltas picked u� by s onar at 
about 900m , and mys tery of mys terie s , the form - · about 128m .  { high) wi th a 

164 sq . m .  base - s tood at the s ame lat itude as Egypt ' s  famed pyramids . •  

Extrac ts from a Perth , Uos tern Australia 
nm-rspapcr ar ticle of Aygust 1977 . 

( Credit �Irs . J .  Pillings , 
...[UFOSG member) 

L E T T E R S : 

Dear S ir � 
I t  is general ly agreed that the s tudy of an uru(nown quantity require s 

the expe rtise of s everal people in differing fi elds who havo the s imilar 
ul tima te aim.  We are led to bel ieve that this i s  indeed happening in the 
embryonic s c ience of Ufo logy vri th s everal " centx-o s" of UFO study be ing 
e stablished. in diffe rent parts of the world . This quasi-scientific attempt 
to " s olve the mystery" is headed by the much publici sed "Centre for UFO S tudie s" 
in Il linois , USA . Some of these C en tres oven have acces s  t o  computerised 
sys tems and data has been produced to " prove " this , tha t and the other.  An 
at t empt is being made by various eminent persons within these C entres to provide 
some form of basis upon which future research can be based .  The logging and 
es tablishment ot: various " patterns" relat ing to the phenomena are gradually 
being analyse d  to provide more and more evidence for the reali ty of its 
existence . No one characteris ti c  attributable t o  the phenomena has actually 
been proven to acc ompany each sighting as yet , but we are left in lit tle doubt 
that certain charac teristics are there to bo s tudied . Al though I think that 
mos t  people will agree that the Centres are no nearer to " s olving" tho mystery , 
at leas t a s erious att empt is being made . One may argue that it is probably 
not possible to study this problem with our "primi tive " equipment ,  but we have 
to start s omewhere . 

Bearing the above in mind , i t  mus t  seem obvious that small UFO groups 
like the EUFOSG 9 not having the " expe rtise" ,  sophis ti cate d equipment or the 
financial res ources of the larger Cent res , arc no t really in a pos i tion to 
analyse large amounts of data and formulate hypotheses based thereon . However , 
they do have an equally ( s omo say more important ) ro le to play in other fie lds . 

a ) To publ ic ise t he true facts of Ufology to as 1r1ide an audio�� 
pos sible and tc stimula tc t he it_ int.9.r..etl. acq,o..rdingly. 

This policy is at present being carried out by the EUFOSG l'Ti th grca t· 
succe s s . Recent public mee tings , being widely publi cised in the local pre s s , 
the at tendanc e has been cons iderable . The excellent introduc tory talks and 
dis plays of UFO li terature has enabled the general public t o  see throuGh the 
Es tablishment ' s  vei l  to an un-dreamt of real ity . ( From my experience it appears 
that mos t  people only have the vague s t  idea of what it is al l about , and as 
sightings reported in the newspapers are usually dismissed the next day as 
Venus or o ther misidentificntions , thos ?  people who did find the article 
interes ting are "put off" for l ife and hence for th regard all subsequen t 
sightings in that. category . )  

b) To colle c t  facts relat ing to UFO events , evaluate thom as to the ir 
authenti ci ty and tcy: ,_to pub.1j.sh as many " cases "  as poss ible . 

This policy is al so be ing pursued by the EUFOS G via the ir excellent 
j ournal and " contacts" in various local newspapers . 

c )  To pa.s s all 
analysis e tc . 

' ' . 
local " data" to e s tablished C entres for comparative 

To the bes t  of my knowledge , .this is al so be ing done . 
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I t  can clearly be seen th'lt the EUFCE G know·s exactly t'lherc it is going 
in the fie ld of Ufology,  and appreciates the limitations and potential in 
differing fields , and is not subject  to delusions of self importance that has 
occasi onally been the case 'ljJi th other "fringe" groups . 

Yours faithfully , 

Bob �ns�on, R . I . C . ,  BUFOP� • 

. r . ' 
S K Y � A T C H E S : 

The skY'tfatch of 15th Oc tober ' 77 ,  vras hG ld on some l'Taste ground not far 
from the River Roding at Barking ,  Essex . Not being externally publicised , on�y 
some eight people (members ) turned up , but this was sufficient. This particular 
place rod boon chosen becaus e of all the sight±ngs made by the 1-ti �nesses in 
Report No . 1 ,  t'lho live only a minute ' s  walk m·Tay . A bright star-like object · 

was s oo n  in . the east as tho evening drew on • but upon ·cho cking this was found to  
have been Jupi ter . 

The next skJ1vatch - hold in Parslocs Park , Dag-cnhat1 , 'Sssox , on 19th 
November - was , duo to bitter cold winds , only attended by four flonbers . 
Nothing v-;as seen . 

Although this comple tes the c o-ordinated sk�;atch progr�Th�c for some 
months now· , we will be holding a spocial Chr istmas sk;yvratch on Saturday , 
17th Dccenbcr 1977 , at 9 . 00 p . m. The venue will bo at tho rear of the 8rown 
Public House ( in the fie lds ) on the Bl007 ; Lnngdon Hills , Basildon , �Jssex . 

A D V E .R T I S E M E N T S 

"VIE\1JPOINT AQUARIUS" 
A newsletter type publication including ne't'ts of UFOs , ideas on Theosophy , Yoga ,  
Meditation and Healing , etc . Interesting ncvrs from abroad ( U . S . A .  via "The 
National Enquirer" for example )  is included in this periodical . Sample copy 
sent on request  to  "Viel-tpoint Aquariusn . 35p pe r copy ( er a donation welconcd ) . 
11 issues per year . Send to  "Viewpoint Aquarius " ,  c7o . Fish Tanks Ltd . , 

· 

49 Blandford Street , London , tl . l .  

"SKY\:JATCH " is full of National and International UFO News , Sightings , Readers ' 
letters , Group New·s , Articles , Advertise.ments , Contributions/paper clippings are 
al\-tays welcome . Full credit given. Nembership and subscription to HAPIT and . 
"Skyvtatch" if £2 . 30 .  ( six issues ) . S ingle copie s 29p including· ·  postage .  Back � 

issues available . Uri te  to : " Skyvratch" , 92 Hillcrest  Road , Offerton , Stockport , 
Cheshire , �{2 5SE . 

RES BURBAUX BULLET_IN 
A frequent Uevrsletter telling of UFO sightines , Fortean phenomena , world events , 
etc . For details of subscription rates 1-1ri te , enclosing one interna tional reply 
coupon , to :  !Ir • .X ,  Box 1598 ,  Kings ton , Ontario , K7L 508 , Canada . 

"TH'8 L:JY HUNTERa - A  magazine of YI:arth mysteries . £2 . 50 for 6 issues ( 1  year ) . 
iJrite : P . O. Box 152 , L ondo n ,  'NlO l:IDP . 

�SSDX �EAL�RS ' ASSOCIATION 
The :8ssex IIealers publish a NeHsletter concerned "'tTi th spiritual healing and 
the fine 'tvork being carried out by their many t1embers . �Jri te for details to :  
Hon . Registrar , r1r . R .  Snelling, 35A Lott0m Road , Canvey Island , Essex .  
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"DIARY OF AN ALIEN" by Richard Spencer . 
A fine lit tle book dealing w·i th the mys terious life and times of Hose s .  

pp . 56 . Pric e  50p plus 15 p & � ·  ( Overseas ; $2 pos t paid ) . 
1Jrite : Nercury Publi shers ( A6 ) , 53 Ros e Avenue , '' Torcester , "JR4 9PX . 

ESSEZ UFO SIGHTINGS FOR .l21£ by Andy Collins . 
A smart publication c ontaining over 40 de tailed UFO inve s tigati ons in 

the '8ss ex area , 1'1ith a s ample of wi tnes ses ' dravTings tow·ards the end . 

A collec tive analysi s is als o  included , toge ther ''i th tho c ompi ler ' s  comBant s  
and c onclusi ons . Interes ting to everyone and ess ential for re search ! Order 
yours .!lQ!! whil e s tocks l as t ! 85p . each incl . p & p .  �-rri te : I-lr . ..  \ndy Collins , 
19 , S t . Davids Hay , Uickford , �s sex SSll 8DX .  
"FORSSIGHT" A bi-monthly magazine c oncerned uith the spiritual · aspe c t s  of man ' s 
being. Do you s eek a. purpos e  to life? . M.eaning to the events that happen around 
you? Spiritual guidance in this new Age , and a general knouledge of psychic 
phenomena , �xs ticism �nd UFOs? Single c opies 15p plus 7p postage ; yearly sub­
s cription 90P plus 42p postage . Apply t o :  FORESIGHT Organisati on , 29 Beaufort 
Avenue , Hodge Hil l , Birmingham B34 6AD . , England . 
Q � _d_ � _ _ ! _n_ � _ _  E _  � _d_ � 

vlho '  s f lashing who? 
A number of l'li tnesses to UFO s ightings have noticed the defini te 

response of UFOs to flashing lamps held by the observers . 'fe have noticed 
that a red light flashing at a cons tant rate in the UFOs ' dire c t i on invariably 
arouses their curiosi ty , and brings them phys ically very much closer to you .  
The power o f  the torch i s  no t important and a normal uhite light torch can 
easily be made adaptable by placing a re d c ellophane s"met l'irapper ,  for 
example , over the end. O ther colours wi ll work as well . 

If you a.re fortunate enough to wi tnes s .£Y!ill a very remote ' LITS ' 
( Lights in the sky) type of TJii'O , try out the above , and pleas e let us know 
if you have any succes s ! 

Edi tor 

' l·'IAN BITES U. F .  0 !  
Direc tor Steven Spielberg ha s  spent the pas t s ix months making a movie , 

C l ose �ncounters of The Third Kind called after the category of US Air Force 
Proj ec t  Blue Book sightings where contac t with non-Terrans purportedly occurred . 
S ince Spielberg ' s  success wit h  Jaws , he has placed Richard Dreyfus s as the dumb 
�arthman who bumbles into a mighty spaceship parked on a mom1tain-s idc . Astro­

phys i c is t Dr . J. Hynek is advising for the movie and was the USAF ' s  UFO de tec tive 
for 21 years . Dr. Hynek sai d mos t  encounters of t he third kind \'TOro l'li th shy 
aliens 4ft tall , spindly bodies , big domed heads and eyes like bicycle reflec tors . 
S ounds like it s hould put U?O re search back fifty years l 

"Psychic Australian" , Vol . ll ,  N o . 4 , April 1977 . 

BACX ISSUES OF THE EUFOSG JOURNAL ( Sept . ' 77 ,  Hay ' 77 and rTarch ' 77 ) are 
available from Head Office at 43p each inc l .  p & p .  

LIGEIA BOOK Sr::RVICE - 9 ,  Grange Road , Off Gold thorn Road , tfolvorhampton , �·N2 4PL . 
s . a. e .  for O c cult Book Lis t . 

A defunc t publication? 
Does anyone know lvhat ' s  happened to the i:Jnminster "Fountain Journal" ?  

The Group hasn ' t seen a. copy s ince Ju.11o ' 77 .  (Please tvri t e  t o  the Editor ) . 

A NERRY CiffiJSTrt'-tS TO ALL OUR RE.£� - r-ro do hope tha t  you ' ve enj oye d the 
j ournals , and 1·1ill s t i l l  be reading ( and enj oying) them next Chris tmas ! 
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